Recent Firm Activities

The General Electric Company commenced proceedings against the Town of Rotterdam seeking a reduction of the property taxes assessed on its large steam turbine manufacturing facility located in the Town of Rotterdam, Schenectady County.  Rotterdam is represented by the Beebe Law Firm.

As part of the proceedings General Electric and Rotterdam exchanged appraisal reports, after which General Electric served a subpoena on Rotterdam’s appraiser, seeking production of all appraisal reports prepared for “industrial properties” within the last five years, as well as the work product and documents prepared as part of her appraisal of the General Electric property.

On behalf of the Town of Rotterdam, we argued, and the Court agreed, that the purpose of a subpoena is to require production of relevant documents except those otherwise protected from disclosure by attorney-client privilege, or prepared in anticipation of litigation.  The Court found that these conditions applied, and the documents need not be produced, unless the appraiser testifies at trial, in which case her work file and field notes may be used.

The Court also agreed with us that appraisals for all industrial properties prepared in the last five years constituted nothing more than a fishing expedition to attempt to determine if the appraisals contain any information that might be useful for impeachment purposes.  Since no showing was made that the requested documents actually contain the information sought, that portion of the subpoena was quashed, but without prejudice in the event that GE can develop sufficient justification through trial testimony.

